
 
COVID-19 Parent/Student Update 

March 27, 2020 

 
Superintendent’s Office 

 
 Please see the attached Letter for all Parents 

 

 A note from the Nurses at BBRSD from the FDA: 

 On March 24, 2020, FDA sent out an alert to patients, caregivers and health care professionals that 

 EpiPen 0.3mg and EpiPen Jr 0.15mg auto-injectors, and the authorized generic versions, may 

 potentially have delayed injection or be prevented from properly injecting due to: 

a. Device failure from spontaneous activation caused by using sideways force to remove 

the  blue safety release 

b. Device failure from inadvertent or spontaneous activation due to a raised blue safety 

release. 

c. Difficulty removing the device from the carrier tube. 

d. User errors. 

 

 Please click link for important FDA warning regarding EpiPen, EpiPen Jr. and generic 

 varieties of both 

 

 Ahh…the joy of technology. Last week there was a link included in this section entitled 

“The Kids Will Be Alright.” Clicking on the link brought you to the MIAA website, not 

the intended outcome. So, let’s try this again. The Kids Will Be Alright! 

 

Jeff Zanghi, Superintendent of Schools 

 

Department of Finance and Operations 

 
 Order Form for Food Service 

 

Bob Conry, Director of Finance and Operations 

 

 

Technology Department 
To our families: Below is a letter outlining some possible additional resources.  These are not 

offered through the District and as such we have no say in what is being offered or if the 

resource will be an effective tool but we felt you should be aware of the information; 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/19_nmTMw3jsvpCXmuwEK_wlKoGJsz8Fff3j5IdOhmcI0/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.fda.gov/drugs/drug-safety-and-availability/fda-alerts-patients-and-health-care-professionals-epipen-auto-injector-errors-related-device
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lr-wxIqnq8E
mailto:jzanghi@bbrsd.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf3MGTPSF1rePfnKoEcjy-wWcazO_vfBDN1bPGM7wGwDvIQCg/viewform
mailto:rconry@bbrsd.org


Here are a few resources for Internet Access 

 

Charter will offer free Spectrum broadband and Wi-Fi access for 60 days to households with K-

12 and/or college students who do not already have a Spectrum broadband subscription and at 

any service level up to 100 Mbps. To enroll call 1-844-488-8395. Installation fees will be waived 

for new student households 

 

Internet Essentials Free to New Customers: As announced yesterday, it’s even easier for low-

income families who live in a Comcast service area to sign-up for Internet Essentials, the 

nation’s largest and most comprehensive broadband adoption program. New customers will 

receive 60 days of complimentary Internet Essentials service, which is normally available to all 

qualified low-income households for $9.95/month. 

 

We’ll send all new customers a free self-install kit that includes a cable modem with a Wi-Fi 

router. There will be no term contract or credit check and no shipping fee. 

To sign up, applicants can simply visit www.internetessentials.com. The accessible website also 

includes the option to video chat with customer service agents in American Sign Language. 

There are also two dedicated phone numbers 1-855-846-8376 for English and 1-855-765-6995 

for Spanish 

This is a link to an interactive map with free Wi-Fi hotspots 

https://www.spectrum.com/free-wifi-hotspots/massachusetts 

 

Xfinity WiFi Free For Everyone: Xfinity WiFi hotspots across the country will be available to 

anyone who needs them for free – including non-Xfinity Internet subscribers. For a map of 

Xfinity WiFi hotspots, visit www.xfinity.com/wifi. Once at a hotspot, consumers should select 

the “xfinitywifi” network name in the list of available hotspots and then launch a browser. 

 
-Paul Mara, Director of Technology 

 

 

Pupil Personnel Services 

 
Please contact your child’s special education teacher if they need academic and/or 

emotional/behavioral support.  They are happy to help and have been working with most 

students in a variety of formats.  

Here is a link to Zones of Regulation resources that also may be helpful at home. The SEPAC 

members have offered that they can be a support during this time if you need another parent to 

talk to. You can find their contact information at: http://www.sepac-berlin-boylston.org/ 

Karen Molnar, Director of Pupil Personnel Services 

https://www.internetessentials.com/
https://www.spectrum.com/free-wifi-hotspots/massachusetts
http://www.xfinity.com/wifi
mailto:pmara@bbrsd.org
http://www.zonesofregulation.com/index.html
http://www.sepac-berlin-boylston.org/
mailto:kmolnar@bbrsd.org


 

Elementary Schools 

 
As we move forward in this extended closure, it is important that we are reaching children. Up to 

this point, the focus has been on maintenance. However, now we are preparing to shift into true 

distance learning (i.e. new material). It is vital that kids access the instruction in the coming 

weeks so that they are ready when we return and have all had the same experience/instruction. 

Please let me know if there is any hurdle for your family in making this happen. The district is 

currently working on preparing additional Chromebooks for deployment. If you have multiple 

children and too few devices, please let us know. If your device is dated and can't keep up with 

the demands, please let me know. If there is anything else that is making it difficult, please let 

me know. Our team wants to help develop solutions but first, we need to know the hurdles that 

exist. 

John Campbell, Principal 

Ace Thompson, Principal 

 

Boylston Elementary School 
 
I wanted to reach out to families to let you know I will be stepping away from school for a week. 

As Mrs. DiFonso noted in the morning announcements, my son Avery has been scheduled to have 

a procedure completed at Boston Children's next week. We will be there throughout the week so 

my response time will definitely be delayed.  

 

As we move forward in this extended closure, it is important that we are reaching children. Up to 

this point, the focus has been on maintenance. However, now we are preparing to shift into true 

distance learning (i.e. new material). It is vital that kids access the instruction in the coming weeks 

so that they are ready when we return and have all had the same experience/instruction. Please let 

me know if there is any hurdle for your family in making this happen. The district is currently 

working on preparing additional Chromebooks for deployment. If you have multiple children and 

too few devices please let me know. If your device is dated and can't keep up with the 

demands, please let me know. If there is anything else that is making it difficult, please let me 

know. Our team wants to help develop solutions but first, we need to know the hurdles that exist.  

 

If you're anything like me, you probably find yourself ordering even more online then you typically 

do (in my case that is ALOT). Just remember that .5% of your purchases can go to support the BES 

PTO. This is one of the groups that support our school and our technology that we are relying on 

so heavily now.  

 

Ace Thompson, Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:jcampbell@bbrsd.org
mailto:athompson@bbrsd.org
mailto:athompson@bbrsd.org
mailto:athompson@bbrsd.org
mailto:athompson@bbrsd.org
mailto:athompson@bbrsd.org
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/about/ref=smi_aas_redirect?ie=UTF8&ref_=smi_se_ft_abt_saas
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/about/ref=smi_aas_redirect?ie=UTF8&ref_=smi_se_ft_abt_saas
mailto:athompson@bbrsd.org


Tahanto Regional Middle High School 

 
Dear Parents/Guardians, 

 

It was so nice to see so many of you and your children out for the Stag Parade! A big shout out to 

Mr. Covino for driving me around in his super, awesome Mustang and to the Berlin and 

Boylston Police and Fire Departments for their escort. I could not have pulled this off without 

their support. The smiles I saw on so many peoples’ faces brought tears to my eyes. 

 

 
 

As we move forward with our closure  I would like to reassure you that we will do everything 

possible to connect with our community of  learners. Over the past two weeks and until April 7th 

the focus of instruction has been and will be on maintenance, enrichment and make-up work. 

Beginning April 7th we will move to remote learning, which will include new material. It is 

important that all students have accessed material over the past two weeks and this coming week 

from their teachers and are comfortable communicating with their teachers to ensure that they are 

ready to continue learning on April 7th.  

 

If your child is having difficulty accessing instruction due to an issue with a device, please reach 

out to me as soon as possible so we can support you. If you have any questions related to 

whether or not your child has or has not been accessing material, please email your child's 

individual teacher. 

 

I would like to share the   H.S. Counselor Update with all of you. This update discusses many 

areas related to coping strategies, resources, and grade level specific information.  

 

Please be assured that I will continue to be available to both you and your child. If you need 

anything, or would just like to say hi or if your child would like to say hi to me, please feel free 

to reach out. 

 

I know that these are times of uncertainty, but one thing that you can be certain of is I AM HERE 

FOR YOU!  Feel free to reach out to me at any time if you have any questions or concerns. 

We are STAG STRONG! 

 
Diane Tucceri, Principal 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LX_33QUwuoHGn2MonqrhowqUwXZfvypBL235d7LfjrQ/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:dtucceri@bbrsd.org

